
 

NJ State Chapter of the NWTF 
7 Marston Road, Flanders, NJ 07836 

Tim Blum 

125 Foul Rift Road 

       Belvidere, NJ 07823 

       June 16, 2014 

Mr. Bill Perry 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Refuge Planner 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, Massachusetts 01035 

 

Dear Mr. Perry: 

 

The Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge has been a valuable place for wildlife since its establishment 

back in the 1970’s. Thank you for the chance to review the Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan for 

the refuge. That plan will drive refuge programs for the next decade so it is an important document. I read 

over the four alternatives for management of habitats and visitor activities on the refuge keeping in mind 

the details of each and the options for education, management and hunting opportunity. The information 

was also shared with our Board of Directors. 

 

On behalf of the New Jersey Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation Board of Directors and our 

700 members in the Garden State, we support Alternative B- Enhance Biological Diversity and Public Use 

Opportunities (Service-preferred). This plan includes important habitat management considerations as 

well as multiple-use options. We are pleased to note that archery deer hunting and wild turkey hunting 

will be available if this alternative is approved. The funds from hunting and fishing licenses paid for the 

restoration of wild turkey populations throughout New Jersey and it is fitting that hunters be provided 

with an option for hunting on the refuge. The Wallkill National Wildlife Refuge and more recently the 

Cape May National Wildlife Refuge have been open for access by turkey hunters and those programs have 

proven popular. No conflicts with other users are expected because of the limited number of hunters that 

would be allowed and the style of hunting used for wild turkeys. The regulations the New jersey Division 

of Fish and Wildlife has on place for turkey hunting are designed to provide hunting opportunity with 

limited impact on turkey numbers. 

 

We would offer our assistance in the form of funding for habitat management work on the refuge at some 

future date. Our chapters raise funds for conservation and outreach projects within the state. We are 

currently working with staff on the Wallkill Refuge to provide hunting opportunities for youngsters and 

disabled individuals. Thank you again for the chance to provide comments on the draft plan. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tim Blum, President 

New Jersey Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation 

 


